
The Vascular Society

of Great Britain and Ireland

MINUTES OF THE 43RD ANNUAL GENERAL BUSINES MEETING

HELD ON THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2008

AT THE BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, BOURNEMOUTH

1.
DEATHS

Members stood in silence as a mark of respect for Mr Michael Debakey and Dr Jesse Thompson, Honorary Members of the Society, who had sadly passed away during the year.

2
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Mr Simon Ashley; Mr Jonathan Boyle; Mr Jonathan Davies; Mrs Linda de Cossart; Mr David Gerard; Mr Brian Gwynn; Mr Bob McFarland; Mr Andrew McIrvine; Mr Symon McPherson; Mr Ciaran McDonnell; Mr Ian Muir; Mr Tim Oakley; Mr Timothy Rowlands; Surg Capt A Walker; Miss Aideen Walsh; and Mr J Wolfe

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the Annual General Business Meeting on 29th November 2007 were approved as a correct record, subject to the following amendment:

Item 9, last sentence to be amended as follows:

Mr Lamont, Chairman of the General Surgical SAC, felt it was important that the Society did not lose the impetus in these negotiations and encouraged Professor Shearman to continue discussions to pursue specialty status, in line with vascular societies in Europe.

4.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Members had previously been advised of two major items of any other business for discussion, as follows:

(i)
Specialty Status

The President outlined the background to the proposal for specialty status, and explained the reasons why the Council wished to pursue specialty, rather than sub-specialty, status.    He stated that the Royal Colleges supported the Society’s aim and had agreed to assist with a submission to PMETB.  The Specialist Advisory Committee had also agreed to limit general surgical training to two years, to allow for four years of combined vascular and interventional radiology training.

The advantages of both sub-specialty and specialty status were outlined.  Whilst it was acknowledged that sub-specialty status would be easily achieved and would help to improve the provision of training, the Society would still have no direct control over training and it would not allow for a separate voice for vascular surgery.  More importantly, it was pointed out that the majority of current and future trainees wished to pursue vascular surgery as a separate specialty, as it would provide training that was fit for purpose.  The President clarified that any change in training would not affect vascular surgeons currently in post. 

The membership was informed that Council and the Vascular Advisory Committee unanimously supported the specialty option.  Mr Leith Williams, Rouleaux Club representative on Council, stated that a survey of the Rouleaux Club membership indicated that 70% wanted specialty status, and 97% sought a separate exam.  He stated that current training would not be fit for purpose when the European Working Time Directive was introduced and this would have a major impact on training in the future.

Mr Peter Lamont, SAC Chair, indicated that the four Presidents of the Royal Colleges had debated this issue with the SAC chairs and were in unanimous support for specialty status.  It was seen to be a sensible development and was approved by the JCST and SAC in general surgery.  Professor Cliff Shearman, Chairman, Training and Education Committee, felt it was important that vascular surgery was a disease specific specialty.  He stated that with the proposed changes to core surgical training, there would be an opportunity for trainees to get the generic skills they needed.  

Mr Nicholas Hickey felt that, if vascular trainees were removed from the general surgical on-call rota, this would have profound ramifications for the provision of both vascular and general surgery.  The President stated that it was not intended for there to be an overall reduction in the number of trainees, and that this issue would be discussed with Postgraduate Deans.  

Mr Charles Ranaboldo felt that it was difficult to argue for the status quo when the world was changing so rapidly.  With the Department of Health’s proposals to change strategic services, it was inevitable that training should move in the same way, and should start now.  Mr Mike Wyatt agreed, stating that Strategic Health Authorities had been invited by Trusts to assess the impact of the EWTD on trainees and consultants, and it was likely that changes would be made to the provision of vascular training.  It was therefore important to use the opportunity to change vascular training.  There was an overwhelming view that the current level of training was not fit for purpose and change was inevitable in order to address this.

The President sought the membership’s support for the Council to continue its discussions to pursue separate specialty status.  A show of hands indicated unanimous support.

(ii)
Provision of Vascular Services
The Honorary Secretary had revised the Society’s document on the Provision of Vascular Services, and a draft version of this had been circulated to Members prior to the AGM for comment.  A further revision of the document would be available on the Society’s website in the New Year, and then the final document would be published for circulation in Spring 2009.

5.
PRESIDENT
The President referred Members to his report in the Society’s Yearbook, highlighting the activities of Council during the past year.  He recorded his thanks to the Honorary Secretary, Society Officers, and Chief Executive for their support during the year.

6.
HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT
The Honorary Secretary reported on the various activities of Council during the year.  He thanked the President for his excellent leadership of the Society, and acknowledged the work of the Chief Executive and the secretariat.

7.
HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT
The Honorary Treasurer reported that the financial status of the Society continued to improve, and he referred Members to the summary of the Society‘s accounts in the Yearbook.  However, he stated that, in order to meet increasing expenditure, and to counteract any potential loss in Major Sponsorship, it was again necessary to raise membership subscriptions, and he proposed to increase the rate for Ordinary Members only from £175 to £185.  The rate for Affiliate, Associate and Overseas Members would remain at £100, and Senior Members would remain at £35.  This was approved by the membership.

The President thanked Mr Berridge for all his hard work as Honorary Treasurer during his term of office for the past four years.

8.
AUDIT AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE
Mr Tim Lees reported on the developments with the National Vascular Database.  He explained the background to the additional fields on the database, and outlined the proposed future developments.  He also mentioned that it was proposed to undertake HES comparison in due course.  A download facility was now available with access to a data dictionary, and a reporting facility was also available for all contributors.

Mr Lees stated that reports from the UKCEA audit were now available on the Society’s website.

It was noted that the top contributing hospital to the NVD was Charing Cross, and the top contributing surgeon was Mr Robert Insall, and they received a gift in recognition of this.

Finally, Mr Lees acknowledged the huge amount of work undertaken by Mrs Sara Baker and he offered his grateful thanks to her on behalf of the Society.  

9.
TRAINING AND EDUCATION
Professor Cliff Shearman reported that a lot of work had been undertaken during the year on progressing the vascular curriculum which was now nearly complete.  It was hoped to undertake a manpower planning exercise with the help of Vascular Advisors over the next year.

10.
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Mr Peter Lamont reported that the Professional Standards Committee had met this year to review the confidence limit for the carotid audit, but it was felt that there was currently insufficient data available to agree this and this would be reviewed again in two years’ time.  He had also been asked to review data for three Society Members whose aneurysm data was outside the agreed confidence level set by the Society.  This had all been resolved satisfactorily.  He reminded Members that a number of senior representatives of the Society were prepared to help in offering external advice and support in any aspect of professional standards or governance, and, if this was required, details were available from the secretariat.

11.
VASCULAR TUTOR
Mr Waquar Yusuf thanked Society Members for their support of the vascular courses throughout the year.  He outlined proposals for future courses, including a two day course on amputations, and he encouraged trainees and vascular nurses to attend.  Mr Yusuf stated that discussions were continuing with the Society for Vascular Technology on a training programme for vascular ultrasound.

12.
CIRCULATION FOUNDATION
Miss Rebecca Wilkinson, Fundraising and Events Co-ordinator for the Circulation Foundation, reported that, in order to continue the current level of research grants to be awarded, it was important that the Society membership supported the fundraising activities of the Foundation.  She stated that currently less than 10% of the membership gave a regular donation to the Foundation.  If every Society Member donated £10 per month, over £46,000 could be raised to help enhance the grant programme.

13.
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr Peter Taylor informed Members that the 2009 AGM would be held in Liverpool from 18-20 November.

14.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Mr Peter Lamont’s election as Vice-President Elect for 2008-2009 was ratified by Members, as were the appointments of Professor Jonathan Beard as Chairman Elect of the Training and Education Committee and Mr David Mitchell as Chairman Elect of the Audit and Research Committee.  Professor Beard and Mr Mitchell would take over as Chairmen of these committees in November 2009.

The President thanked the outgoing Council members for their contribution over the past three years; namely Mr Rod Chalmers and Professor Jonathan Michaels.  It was noted that Mr David Mitchell would remain on Council as Chairman Elect of the Audit and Research Committee.

The following were elected to the Council for 2008-2011, following a ballot of Ordinary Members of the Society:

Mr Paul Blair

Professor Shervanthi Homer-Vanniasinkam

Mr Shane MacSweeney

15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on Thursday 19th November at 5pm at the BT Convention Centre, Liverpool.




