
COVERing the Globe: The global vascular 
COVID-19 webinar delivered by the Vascular and 
Endovascular Research Network (VERN) 

27th November 2020  

1500 GMT (1600 CET; 1700 EET; 1000 EST; 0700 PST; 2300 SGT)

How to join (this is a free Zoom webinar): 

Direct link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7603708998 

Meeting ID:  760 370 8998 

Dial by your location (if using a mobile phone) 
     +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
     +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
     +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
     +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
Find your local number if calling from elsewhere: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kM1OoW6Fa 

 
 

Speaker and panel list: 

Sarah Aitken Academic Vascular Surgeon, University of Sydney, Australia 

Graeme Ambler NIHR Clinical Lecturer and Specialist Vascular Registrar, University of Bristol, UK  

Rachel Bell Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Circulation Foundation Lead, Freeman Hospital, Newcastle, UK 

Ruth Benson Senior Academic Trainee in Vascular Surgery, West Midlands, UK 

Dave Bosanquet Consultant Vascular Surgeon and Honorary Senior Lecturer, Newport, Aneurin Bevan University Health 
Board, UK 

Andrew Choong Associate Professor of Vascular Surgery, National University Heart Centre, Singapore 

Nikesh Dattani Post-CCT Fellow in Vascular and Endovascular Surgery, Freeman Hospital, Newcastle, UK 

Athanasios Diamantopoulos Consultant Interventional (Vascular) Radiologist and Head of Clinical Service, Guy’s & St Thomas’ Hospital, 
London, UK 

Louise Hitchman NIHR Academic Clinical Fellow and Vascular Trainee, Hull Royal Infirmary, Hull, UK 

Christopher Imray Consultant vascular surgeon, President of the Vascular society of Great Britain and Ireland 

Adam Johnson Managing Editor for Audible Bleeding and Vascular Surgery Fellow, New York, USA 

Lucia Madariaga Associate Professor of Surgery, University of Chicago, USA 

Sandip Nandhra NIHR Clinical Lecturer and Specialist Vascular Registrar, Freeman Hospital, Newcastle, UK 

Lorenzo Patrone Consultant Interventional (Vascular) Radiologist, Northwick Park, London, UK 

Athanasios Saratzis Associate Professor of Vascular Surgery & Honorary Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Leicester, UK 

Joseph Shalhoub Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust, London, UK 

Konstantinos Starvroulakis Consultant Vascular Surgeon, St. Franziskus Hospital, Muenster, Germany 

Robert D Sayers Professor of Vascular Surgery & Honorary Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Leicester, UK 

Michael Wilson Programme Director, Specialised Commissioning, NHS England 



Programme 

1500-1503 Housekeeping Athanasios Saratzis 

1503-1505 Introduction Sandip Nandhra 

1505-1510 Changes to vascular surgery during the first wave  Graeme Ambler 

1510-1515 Learning from previous pandemics Andrew Choong 

1515-1520 PANEL DISCUSSION and Questions from the 
audience 

VERN lead: Louise Hitchman 
Chris Imray 
 COVID-Surg representative 

1520-1525 Global in hospital mortality during the first wave  Ruth Benson 

1525-1530 COVER experience-Australia Sarah Aitken 

1530-1535 Interventional radiology (vascular) during and post-
COVID19 

Athanasios Diamantopoulos 

1535-1540 PANEL DISCUSSION and Questions from the 
audience 

VERN lead: Joe Shalhoub 
L Patrone 
A Choong 
S Aitken 

1540-1545 Changes to clinical decision making during the 
pandemic 

Sandip Nandhra 

1545-1550 The vascular patient impact of COVID-19, a clinical and 
charity organisation perspective 

Rachael Bell 

1550-1555 What are we doing now? ReCOVERy Ruth Benson 

1555-1600 PANEL DISCUSSION and Questions from the 
audience 

VERN lead: Nikesh Dattani 
Rob Sayers 
Adam Johnson 

1600-1605 How has education, training, and collaboration 
changed due to COVID19? 

Adam Johnson 

1605-1610 Virtual learning during COVID and in the future 
 

Konstantinos Stavroulakis & 
Vascupedia 

1610-1615 Convalescence plasma trial Lucia Madariaga 
 

1615-1620 Facilitated discussion and future directions  VERN lead: Dave Bosanquet 
 

Event close Ruth Benson 

 


